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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 5186 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUB J : LEBANESE SITUATION, SEPT. 7, 1978, 1200 HOURS LOCAL 
REF: BEIRUT 5160 (DTG 061003Z SEP 78) 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: THERE WAS MORE FIGHTING IN THE BEIRUT SUBURBS 
IN THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 6-7, BUT AS OF 1200 HOURS THE AREA 

IS GENERALLY CALM. PRIME MINISTER AL HOSS REPORTEDLY SAID HE 
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WISHED TO RESIGN. PIERRE GEMAYEL SAID THAT ONLY GOD COULD JUDGE 
SAAD HAADAD AND SAMI SHIDIAQ. EDUCATION MINISTER ANNOUNCED THAT 
A FINAL DECISION ON THE TIME AND PLACE OF THE HIGH SCHOOL 
BACCALAUREATE EXAMINATIONS WOULD BE TAKEN TODAY. END SUMMARY. 

2. BEIRUT SITUATION. 
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A. IN THE SUBURBS SOUTH OF BEIRUT CHRISTIAN MILITIAMEN AND 
SYRIAN SOLDIERS EXCHANGED FIRE THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 6-7, 
ACCORDING TO L'ORIENT-LE JOUR. A FEW ROUNDS HIT THE DEFENSE 
MINISTRY COMPOUND AT YARZE, BREAKING SOME WINDOWS BUT CAUSING 
NO CASUALTIES, THE PAPER SAID. IKE CITED RELIABLE SOURCES AS 
SAYING THE PHALANGISTS AND NATIONAL MILITIAMEN HAD FIRED THE 
ROUNDS. OFFICIALS AT THE DEFENSE MINISTRY, HOWEVER, DENIED TO 

US ANY ROUNDS HAD FALLEN WITHIN THE COMPOUND. 

B. FROM ABOUT 1800-2400 HOURS SEPTEMBER 6 THERE WAS AGAIN 
FIGHTING IN THE AYN AR-RUMMANEH AREA. ONE SYRIAN SOLDIER WAS 
WOUNDED, ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS. 

C. AS OF 1200 HOURS SEPTEMBER 7, THE BEIRUT AREA IS GENERALLY 
CALM. TRAFFIC BETWEEN EAST AND WEST BEIRUT IS HEAVY. 

3. PRIME MINISTER REPORTEDLY WISHES TO RESIGN. 

L'ORIENT-LE JOUR REPORTED ON SEPTEMBER 6 THAT PRIME MINISTER 
SALIM AL HOSS HAD TOLD THE PRESIDENCY THAT HE WISHED TO RESIGN 
FOR REASONS OF HEALTH, AS SOON AS CIRCUMSTANCES PERMIT THE 
INSTALLATION OF A NEW CABINET. (COMMENT: VARIOUS SOURCES REPORT 
THAT PRESIDENT SARKIS WILL AGAIN ATTEMPT TO FORM A POLITICAL 
CABINET. WHEN PRIME MINISTER AL HOSS PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED HIS 
RESIGNATION IN APRIL, PRESIDENT SARKIS TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO 
FORM A POLITICAL CABINET. HOSS SUBSEQUENTLY WITHDREW HIS 
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RESIGNATION. END COMMENT). 

4. PIERRE GEMAYEL ON SAAD HAADAD AND SAMI SHIDIAQ. 

PHALANGE PARTY LEADER PIERRE GEMAYEL DECLARED SEPTEMBER 6 THAT 
"ONLY GOD CAN JUDGE" SAAD HAADAD AND SAMI SHIDIAQ THE LEADERS OF 
THE CHRISTIAN FIGHTERS IN SOUTH LEBANON. GEMAYEL WAS COMMENTING 
ON THE LETTER DELIVERED TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER 4 
BY LEBANESE AMBASSADOR TO THE UN GHASSEN TUEINI. THE LETTER 
CALLED ON THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER REDEFINING THE ROLE 
OF UNIFIL AND SAID THAT HAADAD AND SHIDIAQ DID NOT REPRESENT THE 
LEBANESE ARMY AND WERE NOT EMPOWERED TO ACT ON ITS BEHALF IN ANY 
CAPACITY. 

5. BACCALAUREATE EXAMINATIONS. 

EDUCATION MINISTER ASSAD RIZK ANNOUNCED SEPTEMBER 6 THAT A FINAL 
DECISION ON THE TIME AND PLACE OF THE HIGH SCHOOL BACCALAUREATE 
EXAMINATIONS WOULD BE TAKEN TODAY (SEPTEMBER 7). HE MADE THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT AMID INCREASING DEMANDS, PARTICULARLY ON THE PART OF 
THE MARONITE PARTIES, THAT THE BACCALAUREATE I EXAMINATION 
BE CANCELLED FOR THIS YEAR AND THAT THE BACCALAUREATE II EXAMI- 
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NATIONS BE POSTPONED DUE TO THE CURRENT SECURITY CONDITIONS. 

(THE MARONITE PARTIES WISH POSTPONEMENT IN LARGE PART BECAUSE 
MANY OF THEIR YOUNG MEN HAVE BEEN MANNING THE BARRICADES RATHER 
THAN STUDYING FOR EXAMS.) 

PARKER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 07 sep 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BEIRUT05186 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780364-0563 
Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780991 /aaaacwwl.tel 

Line Count: 121 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 27c0de55-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 BEIRUT 5160 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1512199 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LEBANESE SITUATION, SEPT. 7, 1978, 1200 HOURS LOCAL 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, MILI, ASEC, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/27c0de55-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



